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The Jefferson Era
(1801-1816) 



2

1.A Republican Takes Office

President Thomas 

Jefferson

Thomas Jefferson was 

inaugurated as the new 

President in 1801. He wanted a 

simple inauguration. President 

Jefferson sought to expand and 

protect the rights of the ordinary 

citizens. Jefferson wanted to 

represent the farmers who 

formed the backbone of the 

nation as he turned our nation 

in a new direction. 
A banner celebrating 

Jefferson’s inauguration
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A New Style of President
Thomas Jefferson brought new ideas 

to the capital. He believed in the good 

sense of ordinary people. 
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A New Style of President
He promised to make government more 

democratic. Democratic means ensuring that 

all the people have the same rights. Jefferson 

wanted a smaller size government. He wanted 

to Lower taxes and cut federal spending. 

Jefferson believed in the idea of laissez faire.

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Democratic
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Democratic
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Laissez_faire


5

Laissez Faire

Laissez faire is a French word that means, “Let 

alone.” According to laissez fare government, 

the government should play a small role in 

economic affairs.

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Laissez_faire
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Laissez_faire
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A Small and Simple 

Government

In Jefferson’s term in government 

this is what he did:

1. Jefferson decreased the size of 

government departments and cut 

the federal budget. 

2. Jefferson reduced the size of the 

army and navy.

3. Jefferson repealed the whiskey 

tax.
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Strengthening the  Supreme Court

In 1804 Congress passed a law increasing the number of 

judges in court in a case called Marbury v. Madison. One 

of the judges Jefferson appointed was John Marshall.

John Marshall was unhappy that the courts had little 

power. He set out to change that. In 1789 the Supreme 

Court won the right of judicial review. Judicial review was 

the power of the Supreme Court to decide whether laws 

were constitutional or unconstitutional. 

Imprint from the door 

on the Supreme Court 

buildingJohn Marshall
The Supreme Court

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Marbury_v._Madison
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Marshall
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Judicial_review
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Marshall
The Supreme Court
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2. The Louisiana Purchase

Thomas Jefferson felt that the vast 

land near the Mississippi was 

valuable.  Many Americans lived 

near the Mississippi River. Farmers 

relied on the river to ship their corn 

and wheat. The farmers first shipped 

their goods to the city of New 

Orleans. Then from New Orleans the 

goods traveled up the Mississippi 

River up the Atlantic coast. In 1795 

President Washington signed the 

Pinckney Treaty. Under the terms of 

this treaty, Spain agreed to let the 

Americans ship their goods through 

New Orleans peacefully. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Thomas_Jefferson
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mississippi_River
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pinckney_treaty
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In Jackson Square, Port of New Orleans, goods were stored for 

shipping up the Mississippi River .



11

Haiti was the biggest 

French colony in the 

Caribbean. There, 

enslaved Africans worked 

on sugar plantations and 

made the French planters 

very wealthy.  During the 

French revolution slaves 

were inspired to fight for 

their liberty. Toussaint 

L’Ouverture led the 

revolt. 1801 forced nearly 

all the French forced out 

of Haiti.

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Haiti
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Toussaint_L%E2%80%99Ouverture
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Toussaint_L%E2%80%99Ouverture
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/6/6f/Toussaint_L%27Ouverture.jpg
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The Nation Doubles in Size

At the time that Haiti forced out the French, President 

Jefferson tried to buy New Orleans from Napoleon. 

Jefferson wanted to make sure that American farmers could 

ship their goods through the port of New Orleans. Jefferson 

sent 2 men, Livingston and Monroe to talk to Talleyrand, the 

French foreign minister. They were sent to try to buy the 

colony of New Orleans.  The Americans were prepared to 

offer 2 million dollars for the colony. Talleyrand refused the 

offer.

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_Orleans
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Talleyrand
http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.cajunimages.com/images/free%2520background%2520new%2520orleans.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.cajunimages.com/New%2520Orleans%2520Images.htm&h=768&w=1027&sz=298&tbnid=LcgRU_oVPk37wM:&tbnh=112&tbnw=150&hl=en&start=18&prev=/images%3Fq%3Dnew%2Borleans%26svnum%3D10%26hl%3Den%26lr%3D
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Napoleon’s loss in Haiti caused many problems. He needed money to 

pay for his wars. He needed the money to pay soldiers and get 

weapons.  Napoleon sent Talleyrand back to offer the land called 

Louisiana. The French sold the land to the Americans for 15 million 

dollars. No one consulted the Native Americans, who lived on these 

lands, about the purchase of their homeland. This purchase 

of land was called the Louisiana Purchase.

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Napoleon
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Louisiana_Purchase
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Louisiana_Purchase
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The Louisiana Purchase

Thomas Jefferson sent two explorers, Meriwether Lewis and William 

Clark to explore the land west of the Mississippi. Just two years 

before Jefferson purchased the territory for the United States. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Meriwether_Lewis
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/William_Clark
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/William_Clark
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Here is a map of the Louisiana Territory

Here is a link to an another online map of the Louisiana Territory

../../../../../Desktop/Activities%20Xtras%20-%20Xpeditions%20@%20nationalgeographic_com.mht
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A Native American woman, Sacagawea knew the region well. She 

offered to guide the explorers across the mountains. She also 

became a translator for the different Native American groups. She 

contributed greatly to the expedition. She gathered wild vegetables 

and advised the men where to hunt and fish. As the expedition 

crossed the Rocky Mountains the explorers noted the rivers flowed 

west, toward the Pacific Ocean. They had crossed the continental 

divide. A continental divide is a mountain range that separates 

river systems. See the next slide for a picture of a continental divide.

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Expedition
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rocky_Mountains
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pacific_Ocean
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Continental_divide
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A continental divide is a mountain range that 

separates river systems.

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Continental_divide
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Continental_divide
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From 1805-1807 before 

Lewis and Clarke returned 

home from their 

expedition another 

explorer, Zebulon Pike 

explored the upper 

Mississippi river, the 

Arkansas River, parts of 

present day Colorado and 

New Mexico. Zebulon Pike

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Zebulon_Pike
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Zebulon_Pike
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3. New Threats 

Overseas

Many British ships 

seized American ships 

and sailors from 

around the world.



20

Trading Around the World
After the Revolution trade 

grew rapidly around the 

world. Americans kept a 

sharp lookout for everywhere 

new goods could be traded 

for a profit by Americans also 

known as Yankees. Traders 

brought American fur to 

China that they sold for large 

profits. Americans took great 

risks in selling their goods 

overseas. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Yankee
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/China
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Pirates often attacked the ships and stole the goods. 

To protect American ships, the United States paid a fee 

to the rulers of the Barbary States (or the North African 

States.) Pirates often attacked the ships and stole the 

goods. To protect American ships, the United States 

paid a fee to the rulers of the Barbary States (or the 

North African States.)

Barbary Pirates attacking American Ships

A Temple from the 

Barbary States

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Barbary_States
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Barbary_States
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Barbary_States
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Barbary_States
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Barbary_pirates
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/8/83/A%C3%AFt_Benhaddou%2C_a_Kasbah.JPG


22

In 1803, Britain and 

France went to war 

again. The Americans 

made a huge profit by 

selling goods to the 

French and British. The 

Americans had a policy 

of neutrality. Neutrality

meant that the United 

States would not get 

involved in British or 

French affairs. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Neutral_country
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Attack on American 

Ships
Between 1805 and 1807, 

the French and British 

captured hundreds of 

American ships. Britain 

did even more, they 

kidnapped American 

sailors, and The British 

forced the American 

sailors to work on the 

British ships. This policy 

of forcing people into 

service was called 

impressment.

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Impressment
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A Ban on Trade

Americans were mad with the British for attacking their ships and 

capturing their sailors. Many Americans wanted to go to war with 

Britain, but Jefferson knew that the American Navy fleet was too 

small and weak. In response, Jefferson convinced Congress to pass 

the Embargo Act of 1807. An embargo is a ban on trade from 

another country. Some merchants turned to smuggling when they 

could not trade.

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Embargo_Act_of_1807
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Embargo_Act_of_1807
tp://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Embargo
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Smuggling
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A political cartoon showing merchants 

dodging the "ograbme" = embargo 

spelled backwards. In 1807
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The Embargo Act did not allow Americans to export or import 

goods. The embargo hurt Britain and France, however the 

Americans suffered more. Exports dropped from $108 million 

to $22 million in 1808. American sailors had no work and 

farmers lost money because they could not ship their goods 

overseas. Jefferson admitted after a year that the Embargo 

Act had failed.
In 1809, Congress passed the 

Nonintercourse Act. This 

allowed the American to trade 

with all nations except Britain 

and France. In 1808, Jefferson 

followed the precedent set by 

Washington and refused to run 

for a third term. James Madison 

became the next President and 

took the oath of office in 1809.James Madison

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Embargo_Act_of_1807
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Thomas_jefferson
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nonintercourse_Act
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/James_Madison
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/James_Madison
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1. Henry Clay wanted to revenge Britain for seizing American 

ships. 

2. Henry Clay also wanted an excuse to conquer Canada.

War Hawks feared that the British were arming the Native 

Americans with weapons to fight the Americans.

The Road to War

James Madison was a quiet man that 

was against war between France and 

Britain. Many Americans disagreed 

with Madison and felt that American 

should go to war. Members of 

Congress that felt that our country 

should go to war against the British 

were known as War Hawks. War 

Hawks had a strong sense of 

devotion to their country. Nationalism

is pride of devotion to one’s country. 

Henry Clay, a War Hawk, wanted war 

for the following reasons:

Henry Clay

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/James_Madison
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/LINK_WAR_OF_1812_war_hawks
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nationalism
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Henry_Clay
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Henry_Clay
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4. The Road to War
More people were settling in the United States so many areas 

became overcrowded. Many settles moved out further west. In 

1795 the Native Americans sold their land in Ohio to the 

United States in the Treaty of Greenville. In 1803, Ohio joined 

the United States. By then many settlers were moving beyond 

Ohio into Indiana Territory. The movement of settler’s further 

west created problems for Native Americans. 

This depiction 

of the treaty 

negotiations 

may have been 

painted by one 

of Anthony 

Wayne's 

officers. 

Treaty of Greenville

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Greenville_Treaty
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Anthony_Wayne
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Anthony_Wayne
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Greenville_Treaty
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Two Shawnee Brothers Seek Unity

The settlers built farms on land reserved for Native Americans. They 

hunted deer and birds that the Indians depended on for food. The 

Native Americans resisted by protesting the United States government 

about the new settlements. They tried to drive settlers off their lands by 

attacking them. Two Shawnee Indian brothers, Prophet (Tenskwatawa)

and Tecumseh led the revolts against the settlers. The Prophet had an 

experience in which he envisioned that Native Americans should give 

up “white ways.” He believed Indians should no longer trade with 

settlers. They should go back to their traditional ways of living.  His 

teaching brought hope for many Native Americans. They settled in a 

territory called Indiana.

This 1848 drawing of 

Tecumseh

Tenskwatawa, 

the "Prophet." 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tenskwatawa
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tecumseh
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tecumseh
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Indiana
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/4/48/TecumsehColor.JPG
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1848
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tenskwatawa
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Showdown at Tippecanoe
In 1811, the governor of Indiana, Henry Harrison marched with 

1,000 troops to Prophetstown, on Tippecanoe creek. He was 

worried the Indians were planning against the “white men.” 

When the Indians learned about Harrison’s attack they 

surprised him in a battle, neither side won. Still, whites 

celebrated the Battle of Tippecanoe as a major victory. 

19th century depiction 

of the battle of 

Tippecanoe by Alonzo 

Chappel

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battle_of_Tippecanoe
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tecumseh's_War
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Alonzo_Chappel&action=edit
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Alonzo_Chappel&action=edit
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5. The War of 1812

In June 1812, President Madison asked 

Congress to declare war on Britain. The house 

voted in favor of war against Britain.

James Madison

War of 1812

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/President_Madison
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/President_Madison
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/President_Madison
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/War_of_1812
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Preparing for War 

Many Americans feelings were mixed about going to war. Some 

Americans wanted war while others wanted the United States to 

settle their differences with Britain, peacefully.



34

Fighting at Sea

The United States was not ready for war. The 

navy only had 16 ships to fight against the 

British Navy. In addition the American naval 

officers were inexperienced and the United 

States had very few regular troops. They had 

to ask for volunteers. Volunteers would get 

$124.00 and 360 acres of land for their 

services. The money was high pay at that 

time. ($124.00 was equal to the average yearly 

salary.) The American declaration of war took 

Britain by surprise. The British were locked in 

a battle with Napoleon. They could not spare 

troops to fight the United States. The British 

navy blocked the American Ports. Because 

the American fleet was so small they were 

unable to stop the British ships and stop the 

blockade.

Napoleon

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Napoleon
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/1/11/Napoleon_Bonaparte.jpg
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Napoleon
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As mentioned earlier, one of 

the goals of the War Hawks 

was to conquer Canada. 

William Hull led the 

American troops into 

Canada form Detroit. 

General Isaac Brock, of 

Canada, tricked the 

Americans to retreat from 

Canada. The invasion into 

Canada had failed. William Hull

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/LINK_WAR_OF_1812_war_hawks
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/William_Hull
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/William_Hull
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/William_Hull
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In 1813, Americans set out to control Lake 

Erie. Captain Oliver Hazard Perry built his 

own fleet of ships to fight against the British 

at the Battle of Lake Erie. The British chased 

Perry away in the battle but luckily he was 

picked up by an American ship. Perry took 

this American back to battle the British ship 

and conquered it.

Captain Oliver Perry and  the Battle of Lake Erie

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lake_Erie
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lake_Erie
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Oliver_Hazard_Perry
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battle_of_Lake_Erie
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battle_of_Lake_Erie
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In September 1813, The Americans gained control of 

Lake Erie. General William Henry, now a general, invaded 

Canada in search of Tecumseh and the British. They met 

in the Battle of the Thames Battle of the Thames. 

Tecumseh died in the fighting. Now without Tecumseh’s 

leadership, the Indian confederation he had worked so 

hard for fell apart.

A speculative 

depiction of 

Tecumseh's 

death at the 

hands of Richard 

M. Johnson. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lake_Erie
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battle_of_the_Thames
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Confederation
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The British Burn Down Washington

In 1814, Britain and its allies defeated France. Now Britain could send their 

troops to the United States. The British ships sailed to the Chesapeake Bay in the 

summer. They landed 30 miles from Washington, D.C. The Americans tried to 

stop the British from arriving in Washington but they were unsuccessful. The 

British continued their march to the capital.  In the President’s mansion, Dolley 

Madison (the President’s wife), waited for her husband to return home. Soon 

afterwards, the British troops marched into the capital The British troops 

burned the capital. Luckily, Dolly Madison sneaked out the back with some 

important papers and a portrait of George Washington. In those papers was the 

original Declaration of Independence. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dolley_Madison
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dolley_Madison
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dolley_Madison
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_Declaration_of_Independence
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Soon afterwards the British moved up 

north to Baltimore’s Fort McHenry. One 

evening on September 13th the British 

bombarded the harbor. When it was 

morning, the flag still was flying over the 

fort. This inspired Francis Scott Key to 

write The Star Spangled banner, our 

country’s national anthem. 

Jackson Defends New Orleans

Next the British attacked New 

Orleans. Andrew Jackson led 

the American troops to victory 

in the Battle of New Orleans.

Overnight Jackson became a 

hero. Only 7 American soldiers 

died in the battle. Two weeks 

ago a peace talks began but 

Jackson was not notified of a 

cease-fire.

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fort_McHenry
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Francis_Scott_Key
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Star_Spangled_Banner
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Andrew_Jackson
Battle of New Orleans.
Battle of New Orleans.
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Peace at Last
By late 1814, peace talks between 

Britain and the United States began.

The United States gained land in 

Canada and Florida. The new states 

were carved out of these lands. The 

Treaty of Ghent was signed on 

December 24, 1814. According to John 

Quincy Adams, “nothing was adjusted, 

nothing was settled in this war.” Both 

sides returned to their positions and 

matters before the war began. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Treaty_of_Ghent
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Treaty_of_Ghent
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Quincy_Adams
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Quincy_Adams
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