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Chapter 11 A Nation Grows and 

Prospers
(1790-1825)

(American Nation Textbook Pages 328-355)

A Watt steam engine

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Image:Maquina_vapor_Watt_ETSIIM.jpg
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Watt_steam_engine
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A growing number of Americans took jobs in the 

factories that were built in the early 1800’s. As these 

factories sprang up, cities grew around them. Most 

Americans still lived in rural areas, yet these 

changes that went underway transformed life in the 

United States forever.
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1.The Industrial Revolution

At dawn, 11-year-old Lucy Larcom woke to a 

factory bell she quickly ate breakfast and 

hurried to her job at a spinning mill. Years 

later she described her experience:

“The buzzing and hissing and whizzing of the pulleys and 

rollers and spindles and flyers around me often grew 

tiresome …I could look across the room and see the girls 

moving backward and forward among the spinning 

frames, sometimes stooping, sometimes reaching up in 

their arms, as their work required.”

A new type of revolution had begun! This 

revolution had no battles. It completely 

changed the world. It was called the 

Industrial Revolution.

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Industrial_revolution
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New Ways to Produce Goods
The revolution in the way goods were produced was 

known as the Industrial Revolution. Before the 

Industrial Revolution goods were produced by hand at 

home or in workshops. As the Industrial Revolution got 

underway, machines replaced hand tools. At the same 

time, new sources of power, such as steam and 

electricity, replaced human and animal power. 

Original drawings from the Industrial 

Revolution

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Industrial_revolution
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The economy shifted from farming to manufacturing. As a 

result, people moved from farms to cities. The economy shifted 

from farming to manufacturing. As a result, people moved 

from farms to cities. The Industrial Revolution began in 

Britain in the Mid-1700’s. There, inventors developed new 

technologies that transformed the textile industry. The textile 

industry was the process of making cloth for clothing.

Children worked 

in factories 

during the 

Industrial 

Revolution

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Manufacturing
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Industrial_revolution
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Industrial_revolution
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In 1764, James Hargreaves 

developed a machine called 

the spinning jenny. With a 

spinning jenny a worker 

could spin several threads 

at once, not just one thread 

as on a spinning wheel. 

Soon afterwards a machine 

was invented that could 

spin 100 spindles of thread 

at one time!  It required 

waterpower to turn its 

wheels. This kind of power 

that used water was called 

a water frame.

James 

Hargreaves

spinning jenny

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/James_Hargreaves
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Spinning_jenny
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Water_frame
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Water_frame
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/James_Hargreaves
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/James_Hargreaves
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Spinning_jenny
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New inventions led to an new system of producing 

goods. To set up and operate a spinning mill required 

large amounts of capital, or money. Capitalists 

supplied this money. A capitalist is a person, who 

invests in a business to make a profit. Capitalists built 

factories and hired workers to run the machines. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Capitalist
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The new factory system brought workers and 

machinery together in one place to produce 

goods. Factory workers earned daily or 

weekly wages. They had to work a set number 

of hours per day.

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Factory_system
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Soon afterwards, in 1793 Eli Whitney, an 

American, gave a further boost to the textile 

industry. Whitney invented the cotton gin. The 

cotton gin was a machine that speeded up the 

process of cleaning cotton fibers. The machine 

took out the seeds from the cotton. 

cotton ginEli Whitney

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eli_Whitney
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eli_Whitney
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eli_Whitney
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eli_Whitney
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In the early 1800’s, skilled workers made things by hand. 

If a part broke a skilled craftsman had to fashion a new 

part to fit the broken item. Eli Whitney speeded up this 

process by having machines manufacture each part of a 

gun. When a part broke, he would just replace the 

broken part with a new manufactured one. Whitney’s 

idea of interchangeable parts would save time and 

money. The idea of interchangeable parts spread rapidly. 

Other machines were invented to produce parts for locks, 

knives, and many other goods.

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eli_Whitney
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Interchangeable_parts
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Machines like the water 

frame had to be set up near 

rivers. Water that turned a 

large water wheel produced 

power to run the machines. 

Many people invested their 

money into these factories 

and machines. They tried 

to make a profit with their 

money. People that 

invested their money for 

profit were known as 

Capitalists . 

water frame

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Water_frame
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Water_frame
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Profit
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Capitalist
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Capitalist
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Water_frame
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The spinning wheels led to a new system of 

production in Great Britain. Instead of people 

spinning and weaving thread in their homes, 

people went to work in factories. The new factory 

system brought workers and machines together to 

work in one common place. 
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In factories everyone 

had to work a certain 

number of hours each 

day. The workers were 

paid daily or weekly 

wages. On December 

1790, Samuel Slater 

built and was ready to 

start the production of 

the first American mill 

in the United States of 

America. 

spinning mill

A girl working inside a 

spinning mill

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Samuel_Slater
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Slater_Mill
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/5/51/SlaterMill.JPG
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Slater_Mill
http://pbskids.org/wayback/fair/pix/pix_05_02.html
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From Workshops to Factories

At Work in the Mills

Mill owners hired mostly women and children. They did 

that because they could pay women and children half of 

the amount they would have to pay men. Children as 

young as 7 years of age worked in mills because they 

were quick and small. 
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Often the child wages were needed to help support 

their family. Working hours at the mills were long, 

12-hours a day, six days a week. Contrast that with 

today, when an average worker works 9 hours a 

day 5 days a week.
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Growing Cities

As factories grew, so did the towns and cities 

where they were located. Cities had many hazards 

or problems. Dirt and gravel roads turned into 

mud. Cities had no sewers and people threw 

garbage into the streets. In these dirty conditions 

diseases spread quickly.

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hazard
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Yellow fever spread quickly and epidemic spread 

throughout the cities killing hundreds of people! Cities 

had many attractions, too. They had circuses, racetracks, 

plays and museums. In New York, P.T. Barnum made a 

fortune exhibiting rare animals at his American 

Museum. Cities had fine stores that sold the latest 

fashions. Some offered “ready to wear fashion” clothes. 

Many women enjoyed the new fancy clothing stores.

P.T. 

Barnum

American 

Museum

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Yellow_fever
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/P.T._Barnum
http://www.lostmuseum.cuny.edu/archives/museum.htm
http://www.lostmuseum.cuny.edu/archives/museum.htm
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/P.T._Barnum
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/P.T._Barnum
http://www.lostmuseum.cuny.edu/archives/museum.htm
http://www.lostmuseum.cuny.edu/archives/museum.htm
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2. Americans Move Westward

In the 1790’s travel was difficult due to terrible road 

conditions. Most roads were muddy tracks. Many roads 

were narrow and barely wide enough for a single wagon. 

Americans saw the need to improve transportation.

Many Americans moved westward down the Ohio River 

using flatboats. They traveled to Indiana, Kentucky and 

Illinois. 

A flatboat

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Flatboats
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Flatboats
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Better Roads 

The best-traveled road in the United States was 

the Lancaster Turnpike. The road linked 

Philadelphia and Lancaster, Pennsylvania.  

The Lancaster Turnpike today

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lancaster_Turnpike
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lancaster%2C_Pennsylvania
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Roads were set on a bed or gravel so water drained off 

quickly.  Many private companies built other gravel and 

stone roads. Companies collected tolls to use these roads. 

These toll roads became known as turnpikes. Other roads 

called corduroy roads were made of logs. Soon work began 

on a National Road in 1811. It ran from Cumberland, 

Maryland to West Virginia. 

corduroy road

turnpikes

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Toll_road
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Turnpike
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Corduroy_road
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_Road
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Corduroy_road
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Turnpike
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Steam Transport

With the progress of travel came improvements in 

river transportation. The steam engine, invented by 

John Fitch in 1787, showed how a steam engine could 

move a boat at a quick speed. This led to the opening 

of his ferry service across the Delaware River. 

steam engine John Fitch

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Fitch_%28inventor%29
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Steam_engine
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Steam_engine
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Fitch_%28inventor%29
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Soon afterwards, Fitch’s ferry company went out of 

business. Robert Fulton, in 1807, launched his own 

steamboat the Clermont on the Hudson River. In the 

Clermont’s first trip it traveled 300 miles from New 

York City to Albany and back in a record time of 62 

hours.  These events led to the age of steamboats up 

and down the Atlantic coast. Many steamboats were 

made with great luxuries such as triple decks and 

saloons.

North River Steamboat also known as 

the Clermont in history books

Robert 

Fulton

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Robert_Fulton
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Robert_Fulton
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/d/d1/Clermont_illustration_-_Robert_Fulton_-_Project_Gutenberg_eText_15161.jpg
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/f/f6/Fulton.jpg
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Robert_Fulton
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Robert_Fulton
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Robert_Fulton
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Robert_Fulton
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To meet the need of moving goods directly to the 

markets of the East, Americans built canals. A canal is a 

channel dug by people, then filled with water to allow 

boats to cross a stretch of land. In 1817 work on the Erie 

Canal began. It was an immense 350-mile project that 

many people thought would be impossible to build. 

Workers completed the job in 1825. Travel from New 

York to Buffalo was now much quicker using the canal. 

The canal was an instant success!

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Erie_Canal
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Erie_Canal
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3. Unity and Division

By the 1820’s, Americans were 

feeling confident. After the war of 

1812, the country grew and 

expanded. New lands opened to 

settlers with improved 

transportation. New industries 

appeared. In Congress, political 

leaders sought to direct the growth 

and expansion of the United 

States. Americans developed a 

new sense of Pride on July 4th 

after the War of 1812.
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In 1816 James 

Monroe became 

the new President 

of the United 

States. He was 

the 5th President 

of the U.S.A. 

Monroe created 

and “Era of Good 

Feelings” during 

his Presidency. James Monroe

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/James_Monroe
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/James_Monroe
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Era_of_good_feelings
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Era_of_good_feelings
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/James_Monroe
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Three Political Giants

In 1816, James Monroe became the new President. He easily defeated the 

Federalist, Rufus King. In 1817, James Monroe made a goodwill tour of 

the country. Everyone welcomed President Monroe. Soon afterwards, 

three political giants emerged. The spoke publicly in speeches about the 

policies of the President: 

1. John C. Calhoun- He spoke for the people living in the South.

2. Daniel Webster- He spoke for the people living in the North.

3. Henry Clay- He was a young lawyer and a man of action .

James Monroe
John C. 

Calhoun

Daniel 

Webster
Henry Clay

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/James_Monroe
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/James_Monroe
John C. Calhoun-
John C. Calhoun-
John C. Calhoun-
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Daniel_Webster
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Daniel_Webster
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Daniel_Webster
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Henry_Clay
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Henry_Clay
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/James_Monroe
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_c_calhoun
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_c_calhoun
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Daniel_Webster
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Daniel_Webster
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Henry_Clay
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A New National Bank

A national bank was needed in order to lend money and 

regulate the nation’s money supply. By lending money to 

individuals and restoring order to the money supply, the 

bank helped American businesses grow.

The first National Bank Money from the National Bank
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As a result of the Embargo Act and the War of 1812 British 

goods were not allowed in the United States. This allowed 

American businesses to grow and prosper. With the end of the 

War of 1812 British goods started pouring into the United 

States. The British had a head start on industrialization so they 

could sell their goods cheaper than the Americans. Many 

Americans asked that the  protective Tariff of 1816 be placed on 

British goods coming into the U.S.A.  The tariff made the cost of 

British goods higher than the American goods. Unfortunately, 

this tariff did not help southerners because they had very few 

factories down south. 

British factory 

1n 1816

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Embargo_Act
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/War_of_1812
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tariff_of_1816
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As a result of the development of industry in 

the north sectionalism developed. The south 

did not develop industry like the north. Henry 

Clay called for an American System in which 

the North and South would have an equal 

opportunity to industrialization. This did not 

occur in America, sectionalism remained!

sectionalism

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sectionalism
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sectionalism
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The Supreme Court Expands Federal Power

Chief Justice John Marshall expanded the 

power of the Supreme Court through the 

following court decisions:

1.McCulloch v. Maryland- The states had no right 

to interfere with Federal institutions within 

their borders.

2. Gibbons V. Ogden- The Federal Government 

had the right to govern trade between the 

states.

Justice John Marshall
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/McCulloch_v._Maryland
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/McCulloch_v._Maryland
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/McCulloch_v._Maryland
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gibbons_v._ogden
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gibbons_v._ogden
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gibbons_v._ogden
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4. New Nations in the 

Americas

By 1810 many Americans 

living in the Spanish 

colonies were eager for their 

independence. Many of them 

Creoles, had no say in the 

government. The Native 

Americans also developed 

an opposition to the Spanish 

government. Harsh  rules 

kept the Native Americans in 

debt with the Spanish 

government.
Creoles

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Creoles
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Creoles
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Miguel Hidalgo led the 

Mexican people in a 

revolution against the 

Spanish government. In a 

revolution against the 

Spanish government Hidalgo 

was captured and executed 

after capturing some 

Spanish Provinces. Jose 

Morales, another resistance 

leader suffered the same fate 

as Hidalgo. It was not until 

1821 that Mexico won their 

independence from Spain 

and established their own 

territory.
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Revolutions occurred in 

South America. Simon 

Bolivar liberated  his 

people and his country 

became the Great 

Republic of Colombia. 

Other revolutions, led by 

Jose de San Martin 

allowed Argentina, Chile, 

Peru, and Ecuador to win 

their independence.  In 

1821, Central America 

formed the United 

Provinces of Central 

America. 
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Spain Ceded Florida to the 

United States

In 1818 The United States Spain ceded  

Florida to the United States. Andrew 

Jackson took the Spanish territory 

from the “ Black  Seminoles.” The 

“Black Seminoles” were black slaves 

that escaped their plantations in 

Georgia and South Carolina. They 

settled in villages near the Seminole 

Indians. The “Black Seminoles” 

adopted many Indian customs. One 

settlement became known as the 

Negro Fort. This fort contained more 

than 1,000 African Americans. The fort 

was demolished by General Andrew 

Jackson and his troops.

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Andrew_Jackson
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Andrew_Jackson
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Black_Seminoles
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Black_Seminoles
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Black_Seminoles
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Black_Seminoles
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Negro_Fort
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Soon afterwards, in 1818, Andrew Jackson 

headed for Florida with more than 3,000 

soldiers. After some talks the Secretary of the 

State, John Quincy Adams, convinced Spain to 

sell Florida to the United States for 5 million 

dollars. 

Florida

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Andrew_Jackson
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Florida
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Quincy_Adams
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Florida
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In 1823, President Monroe made a statement on foreign policy that 

was known as the Monroe Doctrine. Monroe said that the United 

States would not interfere in the affairs of European nations or 

European colonies in the Americas. At the same time, he warned 

European nations not to interfere with the newly independent 

nations that were formed in Latin America.

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Monroe_Doctrine
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Monroe_Doctrine
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