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Reconstruction and the 
Changing South

(American Nation Textbook pages 514-540)
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1. Early Steps to Reunion
Textbook pages 514-520
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Reconstruction referred to the period of time when the 
South was rebuilt as well as the federal government's 
program to rebuild it. The Civil War had left a nation torn 
into two. As a result of the Civil War, the northerners 
were victorious and the southerners were defeated. 

The 
Freemen’s 

Bureau

The Freedmen’s Bureau

Almost overnight, 
there was a new class 
of nearly four million 
people known as 
freedmen or men or 
women who had been 
slaves. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/American_Civil_War
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Freedmens_Bureau
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Freedmens_Bureau
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Lincoln plan also offered 
amnesty, or government 
pardon, to confederates 
who swore loyalty to the 
Union.

Click on the picture to learn 
more.

At the end of the war the 
Southern States needed 
rebuilding. President 
Lincoln outlined his plan for 
Reconstruction.

As early as 1863, Lincoln 
outlined his Ten Percent Plan
for reconstruction. Under the 
plan, a southern state could 
form a new government after 
10 percent of its voters swore 
an oath of loyalty to the 
United States.

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Amnesty
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Abraham_lincoln
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Reconstruction
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ten_percent_plan
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In 1864 Congress passed the Wade-Davis 
Bill, a rival plan for reconstruction. It 
required a majority of white men in each 
southern colony to swear loyalty.

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wade-Davis_Bill
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wade-Davis_Bill
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Most of the teachers were volunteers, often women. Among 
these women was Charlotte Forten. The Freedmen's Bureau set 
the groundwork for our public school system.

Click on the pictures to learn 
more.

President Lincoln signed a bill called the Freedmen's Bureau. The 
Freedmen's Bureau provided food, clothing, and medical care to 
the former Confederate states.  The bureau also set up schools 
for the freed slaves down South.

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Charlotte_Forten_Grimk%C3%A9
http://www.lkwdpl.org/wihohio/grim-cha.htm
http://www.celebrateboston.com/museums/abielsmithschool.htm
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Freedmen
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She was a strong abolitionist
that was dedicated to 
improving the quality of life for 
African Americans. Forten 
faced a hard challenge. She 
had to teach reading, writing, 
and arithmetic without books 
or supplies.  Classes were 
large and they included 
students of all ages.

Charlotte Forten came from a wealthy Northern 
African American family. As a young girl she had 
private tutors. Later, she attended a teacher-
training school.

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Abolitionist


8

Forten wrote:
“I have never seen children so eager to learn...They 
come here as other children go to play. The older ones 
work in the fields.... And they come to school, after their 
hard toil in the hot sun, as bright and as anxious to 
learn as ever... It is wonderful how a people have been 
so long crushed to the earth...can have so great a 
desire for knowledge and such a capacity to attaining 
it." FYI:

Named after Benjamin 
Banneker, a member of 
the six-man survey 
team that laid out 
Washington, D.C., 
Banneker School in 
Parkville is being 
restored as a school 
house museum. Banneker’s child hood 

home
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What did 
Charlotte 
Forten do to 
help African 
Americans in 
the South?
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On April 14, 1865, just 5 days after 
Lee's surrender, the president 
attended a play at the Ford's Theater 
in Washington, D.C. As Lincoln 
watched the play, John Wilkes Booth, 
an actor, crept into the President's 
box. Booth, a Southerner, blamed 
Lincoln for the South's defeat. Now 
taking careful aim, he shot Lincoln in 
the head with a gun. 

Lincoln is Assassinated

John Wilkes Booth assassinated 
President Lincoln at the Ford 
Theater

Within a few hours the President was 
dead. Booth fled out of Washington 
and was later caught and killed in a
barn outside of the city.

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ford%27s_Theater
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Abraham_Lincoln#Assassination
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Wilkes_Booth
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Abe_Lincoln
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Abraham_Lincoln#Assassination
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Wilkes_Booth
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.After Johnson became President his first duty 
was to ratify or approve the 13th Amendment, 
which banned slavery throughout the nation. The 
amendment passed on January 1865. Here is what 
the 13th Amendment said:

Andrew 
Johnson

Click on the picture to learn more.

Vice President Andrew Johnson became the 
President when Lincoln died.

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Thirteenth_Amendment_to_the_United_States_Constitution
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Emancipation_proclamation
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Andrew_Johnson


12

Section 2
Congress shall have power to enforce the 
article by appropriate legislation.

Amendment 13   Passed on 
January 31, 1865

Section 1
Neither slavery nor voluntary servitude, 
except as a punishment for crime where 
of the party shall have been duly 
convicted, shall exist within the United 
States, or any place subject to their 
jurisdiction.

What does the Thirteenth Amendment  to you?
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The Southerners had a difficult time 
accepting the conditions of the Union. 
The southerners sold Confederate 
flags in the streets. Hearing about 
this the Northerners decided to take 
harsh measures against the South. 

Section 2 Radical Reconstruction
(American Nation Textbook pages 521-525)

After the south ratified the 13th 
Amendment they took measures to 
limit the rights of freedmen. They 
passed the black codes. Black codes 
forbade African Americans to vote, 
own guns, or serve on juries. In some 
states African Americans were 
permitted to work only as servants or 
farm laborers.

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Black_codes
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In 1866 President Johnson passed the Fourteenth Amendment
to solve the conflict between the congress and the black codes. 
Here is what the 14th Amendment says:

President Johnson ignored reports 
condemning the black codes. Many 
Northerners opposed President Johnson's 
ignorance of the black codes. These 
people were called Radical Republicans or 
Republicans.

Now the   Fourteenth  Amendment 
grants equal protection under the law.

Do you think the 
Fourteenth 

Amendment was 
successful?

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fourteenth_Amendment
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Radical_Republicans
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Republican
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President Johnson still refused to sign and enforce the 
Reconstruction Acts. Republicans in Congress decided to remove 
Johnson from office. On February 24, 1868, the House of 
Representatives voted to impeach President Johnson. To impeach 
means to bring formal charges of wrong doing against an elected 
official. 

Congressional Republicans 
who strove to impeach 

Johnson

In 1867, the Republican congress prepared to take charge of the 
Reconstruction. The period that followed the 14th Amendment was 
often called Radical Reconstruction. In 1867 Congress passed the 
Reconstruction Act. It threw out any state governments that refused 
to ratify the 14th Amendment. 

To impeach a president you must have a two-thirds majority vote in 
the Senate. The Senate fell short of impeachment by one vote so 
Johnson finished his last few months in office.

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Andrew_Johnson
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Impeach
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Radical_Reconstruction
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Reconstruction_Act
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See page 525 in the textbook
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In 1868 General Ulysses S. Grant became the President 
of the United States. He was a great war hero of the Civil 
War.  As Congress demanded, the new southern states 
allowed African Americans to vote. About 500,000 blacks 
went to the polls to vote in the 1868 election.

In 1868 the Republican’s nominated 
the Union’s greatest war hero, 
Ulysses S. Grant, for president. Grant 
easily won the election. 

Grant Becomes President

Ulysses S. Grant

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ulysses_S._Grant
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In 1869 the Republicans in Congress proposed the 
Fifteenth Amendment which forbade any state from 
denying African Americans the right to vote because of 
their race. The Fifteen Amendments was called Negro 
Suffrage. 

The Fifteenth Amendment

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fifteenth_Amendment_to_the_United_States_Constitution
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Suffrage
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Describe this picture.

What is this picture 
telling you?
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The Fifteen Amendment was ratified (or passed) in 1870.

What does the Fifteenth Amendment 
mean to you?

The 15th Amendment says:

“The right of citizens of the United States to vote shall not 
be denied or abridged by the United States or by any state 

on account of race, color, or previous condition of 
servitude.”

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fifteenth_Amendment_to_the_United_States_Constitution
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fifteenth_Amendment_to_the_United_States_Constitution
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fifteenth_Amendment_to_the_United_States_Constitution
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/b/b4/15th_Amendment_Pg1of1_AC.jpg
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Some white southerners 
supported the new 
Republican governments. 
Many were business 
people who had opposed 
secession in 1860.They 
wanted to forget the war 
and get on with rebuilding 
the South

3. The South Under 
Reconstruction

(American Nation Textbook 
pages 526-529)

Many whites in the South 
felt that any southerner 
who helped the 
Republicans was a traitor. 
They called the white 
southern Republicans 
scalawags, a word used 
for small, scruffy horses.

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Scalywag
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Southerners had a term 
they called the 
northerners. 
Southerners claimed 
that the northerners 
were in such a hurry 
they had time only to 
fling a few clothes into 
cheap suitcases, or 
carpetbags. 

As a result, they 
became known as 
carpetbaggers. 

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/e/e3/Carpetbagger.jpg
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Carpetbagger
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Two African Americans, both representing Mississippi, served in the Senate. 
Hiram Revels, a clergyman and teacher, became the nation's first black senator in 
1870. He completed the unfinished term of former Confederate president 
Jefferson Davis.

Hiram Revels

African Americans

Blanche K. 
Bruce

African Americans African Americans were the third major new
group in southern politics. Before the war, they had no voice in
southern government.
During Reconstruction, they not only voted in large numbers, but they also 
ran for and were elected to public office in the South.
African Americans became sheriffs, mayors, and legislators in the new 
state and local governments. Sixteen African Americans were elected to 
Congress between 1869 and 1880.

In 1874, Blanche K. Bruce became the first African American to 
serve a full term in the Senate.

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hiram_Revels
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/0/08/Hiram_Rhodes_Revels_-_Brady-Handy.jpg
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hiram_Revels
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/9/9c/Blanche_Bruce_-_Brady-Handy.jpg
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Image:Blanche_Bruce_-_Brady-Handy.jpg
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Image:Blanche_Bruce_-_Brady-Handy.jpg
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Image:Blanche_Bruce_-_Brady-Handy.jpg
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They formed secret societies to try to 
help the South regain its power. The most 
dangerous group was the Ku Klux Klan, 
or KKK. Dressed in white robes and 
hoods to cover their heads. They used 
violence to murder and scare African 
Americans and their allies. In 1870, 
Congress acted to stop the KKK's 
violence. Congress made it a crime to use 
force to keep people from voting. 

Spreading Terror
Many white Southerners who held power before the Civil War, known 
as conservatives, wanted the South to change as little as possible. 
They were willing to let Africans vote and hold a few offices. Other 
Southerners took a harsher view. They spread terror to African 
Americans and anybody who supported them.

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ku_Klux_Klan
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In the South, opportunities were limited for many people. The 
freedman had no money to buy land. Many freedman and 
poor whites became The share cropping system kept many 
farmers poor. They were unable to earn money or to buy land 
of their own.

Click on the picture to 
learn more.

The Cycle of Poverty

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sharecropper
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sharecropper#Modern_sharecropping
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Who was 
Frederick 
Douglass?

Click on the picture to learn more.

4. The End to Reconstruction
In 1876 Americans flocked to the centennial celebration of the 
United States in Philadelphia. The telephone and steam 
engine were introduced at this fair. Frederick Douglass also 
spoke at this celebration.

Frederick Douglass

http://www.bc.edu/bc_org/avp/cas/fnart/fa267/1876fair.html
http://www.bc.edu/bc_org/avp/cas/fnart/fa267/1876fair.html
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Frederick_Douglass
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At the end of the reconstruction period 
came with the presidential election. In the 
Election of 1876, Rutherford B. Hayes
becomes President. Rutherford B. Hayes 
Southern states found other ways to keep 
African Americans from exercising their 
rights. Here are some of the way's they 
tightened the grip on African Americans.

Click on the picture to learn more.

See page 531 in your textbook

Restricted Rights

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rutherford_B._Hayes
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rutherford_B._Hayes#Presidency_1877.E2.80.931881
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3.  Grandfather Clause: If a voter’s father 
or grandfather voted in an election the 
voter did not have to take the literacy test.

Voting Restrictions
1.Many Southern States passed Polling 
taxes. Polling taxes required voters to pay 
a fee every time they voted. Africans rarely 
had the money to pay the tax so they 
couldn't vote.

2.  Literacy Tests: These tests required 
voters to read and explain a difficult part 
of the Constitution. Since few Africans 
had an education and couldn't read, 
they were kept away from the polls.

Do you think African Americans are restricted from voting today?

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Grandfather_Clause
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Poll_taxes
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Poll_taxes
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Literacy_tests
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African Americans brought lawsuits to 
challenge segregation. In 1896, in the 
trial of Plessy vs. Ferguson. The 
Supreme Court ruled that segregation 
was legal so long as the facilities for 
whites and blacks were equal. In fact, 
the conditions in the southern states 
were rarely equal.

At the same time African Americans were 
losing the right to vote, segregation
became the law of the South. Segregation 
means separating people of different races.

Southern states passed  Jim Crow Laws
laws that separated blacks and whites in 
schools, restaurants, theaters, trains, 
streetcars, playgrounds, hospitals, and 
even cemeteries. These laws were called 
Jim Crow laws.

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Plessy_vs._Ferguson
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Segregation
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jim_Crow_Laws
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Industry in the New South
A new generation of southern leaders began to expand  
the southern economy. The term New South became 
widely used to describe the South’s ability to use natural 
resources to build it’s own industry instead of depending 
on the North.

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_South
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Thurgood Marshall…Who 
was Thurgood Marshall? 

Why was he so important?

Do you think things have 
changed for African 

Americans? Click on the pictures to learn more.

What is wrong with these pictures?

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Thurgood_Marshall
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Racial_segregation
http://www.loc.gov/exhibits/brown/brown-segregation.html
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In your opinion, 
has things 

changed for 
African 

Americans?
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