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(Textbook Pages 772-805)

Bombing of Pearl Harbor

American Troops come ashore in Normandy

Click on the purple title to 

see a timeline of events 

preceding WWII

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Timeline_of_events_preceding_World_War_II
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1.The Gathering Storm

After Lenin’s death in 1924, Joseph Stalin gained power 

in the Soviet Union. Stalin ruled as a totalitarian dictator. 

In a totalitarian state, a single party controls the 

government and every aspect of people’s lives. Stalin 

took brutal measures to  modernize Soviet industry. 

Farmers were asked to turn over their farms. If the 

farmers resisted they were executed.

Joseph Stalin

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Joseph_Stalin
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Joseph_Stalin
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Totalitarian leaders came to power in Italy and 

Germany. Unlike Stalin, these dictators were Fascists. 

Fascism was rooted in militarism, extreme nationalism, 

and blind loyalty to the state. Communists drew their 

power from the working class. Fascists drew their allies 

among business leaders and landowners.

Fascism in Italy

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fascists
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nationalism
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Communists
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In 1922, Benito Mussolini and his Fascist party seized 

power in Italy. Once in power Mussolini outlawed all 

political parties except his own. He controlled the press 

and banned critic on the government. Critics were jailed 

or simply murdered. In schools, children recited the 

motto “Mussolini Is Always Right!”

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Benito_Mussolini
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In the 1930’s Mussolini used military 

aggression against Ethiopia. 

Aggression is a warlike act by one 

country against another without 

cause. The Ethiopian emperor, Haile 

Selassie asked the League of Nations 

for help but the League responded 

weakly. Ethiopia fell to the invaders.

Haile Selassie

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Haile_Selassie
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Haile_Selassie
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/League_of_Nations
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ethiopia
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Haile_Selassie


7

In Germany, Adolph Hitler brought the 

National Socialist German Worker’s Party, 

or Nazis, to power. Hitler blamed the 

Versailles Treaty for their heavy war 

costs. He claimed that Jews and other 

traitors had stabbed Germany in the back. 

The argument was false but Hitler was 

eager to find a scapegoat, or person to 

blame the countries problems on.

The symbol 

for Nazism

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Adolph_Hitler
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_Socialist_German_Workers_Party
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_Socialist_German_Workers_Party
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jews
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/0/0d/Adolf_Hitler_in_Yugoslavia_crop.JPG
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nazism
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When the German depression hit the people looked 

to Hitler for the answer to their problems. In 1933 

Hitler became the chancellor, or head of the German 

government. In Nazi Germany, the government 

controlled the press, the schools, and the religion.
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Hitler preached that Germans belonged to a race that was biologically 

superior to Jews, Gypsies, and other peoples. The Nazi government 

singled out Jews for special persecution. Jews were deprived of their 

citizenship, forbidden to use public facilities, and driven out of almost 

every type of work. 

Auschwitz gas chamber

Star o David, symbol 

of Judaism
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Jews were rounded up and placed in concentration 

camps, prison camps for civilians who are considered 

enemies of the state. Hitler would unleash a plan to kill 

all the Jews in Europe.
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Hitler claimed that Germany had the right to expand to 

the east. in 1936 German troops moved into 

Rhineland, near the border with France and Belgium. 

France and Britain protested but took no action.

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rhineland
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Japan’s economy suffered severely in the Great 

Depression. Military leaders took power over the 

country. The Japanese preached racial superiority. They 

believed the Japanese were purer and superior to all 

other Asians as well as non-Asians.

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Japan
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In the United States, Congress passed the Neutrality 

Acts, which banned arms sales or loans to countries 

at war. Franklin Roosevelt worked hard to build 

friendlier relations with Latin America. Under the Good 

Neighbor Policy, FDR withdrew American troops, from 

Nicaragua and Haiti, He also cancelled the Platt 

Amendment, which limited the independence of Cuba.

This Picture 

was taken 

just after the 

signing of 

the Platt 

Amendment

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Neutrality_Acts
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Neutrality_Acts
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nicaragua
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Haiti
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Platt_Amendment
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Platt_Amendment
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2. World War Two Begins

In 1937 Japan began in war against China. Japanese 

planes bombed China’s major cities. Thousand people 

were killed.  The Japanese advance into China alarmed  

the American leaders. America did not get involved with 

the war in China and Japan.  

Click 

on the 

picture 

to learn 

more

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Second_Sino-Japanese_War
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Day in Europe, Hitler 

continued his  plans for 

European  expansion.  

Hitler annexed Austria.  

Later that year Hitler 

claimed the Sudetenland 

and Western 

Czechoslovakia. In 1938, 

at the Munich Conference 

Hitler promised that 

Germany would signal for 

the territory wanted 

acquired Sudetenland. 

The practice of giving In 

to aggression in or to 

avoid war is known as 

appeasement.  

What does this political cartoon tell 

you about America’s involvement in 

World War II?

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sudetenland
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Czechoslovakia
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Appeasement
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Hitler invaded Poland and next and September,1939.  He 

signed the Nazi Soviet pact with Stalin. The two dictators 

agreed not to attack each other under the pact.  It had a 

large to blitzkrieg, or lightning war, against Poland. The 

polish people quickly surrendered. 

Click on the picture to learn more.

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Poland
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pact
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Blitzkrieg
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Surrendered
http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.2worldwar2.com/images/blitzkrieg-in-russia.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.2worldwar2.com/blitzkrieg.htm&h=188&w=331&sz=11&hl=en&start=5&tbnid=BAbkk6EWPmJ84M:&tbnh=68&tbnw=119&prev=/images%3Fq%3Dblitzkrieg%26svnum
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Two days after Hitler’s invasion of Poland, Britain and 

France declared war on Germany. The new world war 

had begun.  Japan and six other nations joined 

Germany to form the Axis powers.  Opposing   powers 

were the Allies. The Allies included Britain, France, the 

Soviet Union, the United States, China, and 45 other 

countries.

Hitler 

invading 

Poland

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Axis_powers
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•Dark Green: Allies before the attack on Pearl Harbor, 

including colonies. 

•Light Green: Allied countries that entered the war after 

the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor. 

•Orange: Axis Powers

Participants in Word War II

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/c/c0/WWII.png
http://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?title=Allies_of_World_War_I&action=edit
http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Attack_on_Pearl_Harbor
http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Attack_on_Pearl_Harbor
http://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?title=Axis_Powers&action=edit
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The Germans invaded France.  On June 22, 

1940, barely six weeks later, France surrendered 

in Paris. The fall of France to shocked the world. 

Hitler it Paris after the surrender
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German planes then dropped bombs in London 

and other British Cities during the Battle of 

Britain. By late in 1940, after months of 

bombing, Hitler gave up his planned invasion of 

Britain.

A 

bombing 

of London 

in 1940

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battle_of_britain
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battle_of_britain
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President Roosevelt sought ways to help the Allies. 

America still remained neutral in the war. Americans 

sold arms to the allies to help support them. The 

United States took steps to prepare for the war. 

Congress approved greater spending for the army 

and navy.

President 

Roosevelt

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fdr
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/b/b8/FDR_in_1933.jpg
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FDR ran for a third term as president as was elected. This 

broke George Washington's precedent of a President 

only serving two terms.  Congress Passed the Land 

Lending Lease Act in order to provide more money for 

Britain's fight against Hitler and the Nazi’s.

FDR signing the Land 

Lending Lease Act

http://www.classbrain.com/artteenst/publish/article_83.shtml
http://www.classbrain.com/artteenst/publish/article_83.shtml
http://www.classbrain.com/artteenst/publish/article_83.shtml
http://www.classbrain.com/artteenst/publish/article_83.shtml
http://www.classbrain.com/artteenst/publish/article_83.shtml
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In 1941 Hitler launched a surprise attack on the Soviet 

Union. The Soviets now joined the Allied side in 

fighting, although Roosevelt condemned Stalin. In 

August of 1941, Roosevelt and Churchill signed the to 

Atlantic Charter which set goals for the post war world.  

Both leaders pledged not to seek any territory from the 

war.

A battle 

near 

Moscow, 

1941

http://news.bbc.co.uk/onthisday/hi/dates/stories/june/22/newsid_3526000/3526691.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/onthisday/hi/dates/stories/june/22/newsid_3526000/3526691.stm
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To Roosevelt, Japanese aggressions in Asia 

where is alarming as Germany’s advances in 

Europe. The United States tried to stop Japanese 

aggression by refusing to sell oil and scrap metal 

to Japan. This embargo the angered in the 

Japanese people .  

Japanese aggression Japanese 

soldier

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Embargo
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On Sunday morning, on 

December 7 , 1941, the 

American Pacific fleet was 

peacefully anchored and 

Pearl Harbor, Hawaii.  

Suddenly, Japanese planes 

swept through the sky. In 

less than two hours, they say 

sank or seriously damaged 

nineteen American ships, 

destroyed almost 200 planes, 

and killed about 2,400 

people.  Congress then 

declared war on Japan.
The attack on Pearl 

Harbor

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pearl_harbor
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Attack_on_Pearl_Harbor
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Attack_on_Pearl_Harbor
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Attack_on_Pearl_Harbor
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3. Americans in Wartime

In 1941 after the attack on Pearl Harbor 

Americans were sent for combat training. Army, 

navy and air bases were set up. Recruits were 

trained to fight in the jungles of the Pacific.

Training during 

World War II
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The War Production Board 

helped factories shift from 

making consumer goods to 

making guns, ships, aircraft, 

and other war materials. As 

production to war goods, 

consumer goods became 

scarcer. The government 

imposed rationing, or 

limitations on the amount of 

certain goods that people could 

buy. Americans plated victory 

gardens to produce vegetables 

to feed the troops.
victory gardens

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/War_Production_Board
victory gardens
victory gardens
victory gardens
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Women responded to the war effort by replacing men in 

their regular jogs at home. Women kept the factories 

running. Some welded and ran huge cranes. Others 

became bus drivers and gas station attendants. 
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Many 

women 

joined the 

military to 

support the 

troops. 

Women 

were not 

allowed to 

fight in the 

front lines.

What does this poster of 

Rosie the Riveter say?

Rosie the Riveter became 

the symbol for American 

women.
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Many African Americans decided to peruse a “Double V” 

Campaign, or victory over the enemy abroad and victory 

over discrimination at home.  As industry geared up 

“Help Wanted:” signs were replaced with help Wanted, 

White” signs. As a result, the unemployment of black 

workers doubled during the war. As unemployment 

increased, so did racial tensions. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Double_V_Campaign
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Double_V_Campaign


34

Nearly a million served in World 

War II. They had to serve in all-

black units commanded by white 

officers. President Roosevelt 

spoke outwardly against the 

segregation of America’s military. 

Dorie Miller, an African American 

sailor served on the battleship 

West Virginia. During the attack 

on Pearl Harbor, Miller dragged 

his wounded comrades to safety. 

Miller was awarded the Navy 

Cross. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dorie_Miller
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dorie_Miller
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dorie_Miller
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In the army, African American soldiers 

formed artillery and tank units. The 

Tuskegee Airmen were African American 

fighter pilots who destroyed more than 

400 enemy aircraft.

Pilots of the 332nd Fighter Group, Tuskegee 

Airmen the elite, all-African American 332nd 

Fighter Group 

Tuskegee Airmen
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/0/07/020926-O-9999G-015.jpg
Tuskegee Airmen
Tuskegee Airmen
Tuskegee Airmen
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After the attack on Pearl Harbor many Japanese Americans 

were moved to relocation camps, suspected of being spies.
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4. Allies Turn the Tide

In early 1942, the situation looked bleak for the Allies. 

The German war machine seemed unbeatable. German 

submarines were sinking allied ships quicker then they 

could rebuild them. See the next slide for a diagram of a 

U-Boat or German submarine. More than one million 

Russian men, women, and children died in the 900 day 

siege at Leningrad. 

German U-boat or 

submarine

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/German_submarines
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battle_of_Leningrad
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/4/41/De-U-Boot-pronunciation.ogg
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/4/41/De-U-Boot-pronunciation.ogg
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/4/41/De-U-Boot-pronunciation.ogg
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/4/41/De-U-Boot-pronunciation.ogg
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After the bombing of Pearl 

Harbor, the Japanese seized 

Wake Island, Hong Kong and 

Singapore. General Douglas 

MacArthur commanded the U.S. 

forces in the Pacific. MacArthur 

was unsuccessful and had to 

retreat at Bataan. Meanwhile the 

Japanese presses on and 

captured Malaya, Burma, and 

the Dutch West Indies. Soon the 

U.S. Navy met the Japanese in 

the Coral Sea, near Java in May 

1942. After a three day battle the 

Japanese turned back.
General Douglas 

MacArthur

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/General_Douglas_MacArthur
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/General_Douglas_MacArthur
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bataan
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Malaya
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Burma_campaign
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battle_of_the_Coral_Sea
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/General_Douglas_MacArthur
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/General_Douglas_MacArthur
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One month Later the 

United States won the 

Battle of Midway. In this 

battle American planes 

sank four Japanese 

aircraft carriers. Allied 

forces began to push 

back the Germans in 

North Africa. American 

troops under the 

command of Dwight D. 

Eisenhower, Omar 

Bradley, and George 

Patton forced many 

surrenders and victories 

in Northern Africa for the 

United States. 

American planes at the 

Battle of Midway

Dwight D. 

Eisenhower

Omar 

Bradley
George 

Patton

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battle_of_midway
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dwight_D_Eisenhower
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dwight_D_Eisenhower
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Omar_Bradley
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Omar_Bradley
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/General_Patton
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/General_Patton
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battle_of_midway
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Image:Omar_Bradley%2C_official_military_photo%2C_1949.JPEG
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Image:Pattonphoto.jpg
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dwight_D_Eisenhower
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dwight_D_Eisenhower
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Omar_Bradley
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Omar_Bradley
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/General_Patton
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/General_Patton
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In Italy, Mussolini was overthrown. The Germans took 

over the capital city of Rome. Allied troops marched 

into Italy and in June 4, 1944 the freed Rome from Nazi 

control.

American troops in 

Italy in 1944

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Italy_in_World_War_II
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Winston Churchill and Roosevelt urged the United States and Britain 

to send armies into France to free the country from German control. 

Soon Operation Overload, or the invasion of Europe had begun. 

General Eisenhower was appointed the commander of the Allied 

forces in Europe. Soon on June 6, 1944, D-Day as it was known 4,000 

allied forces invaded France.

Winston Churchill the 

Prime Minister of Britain D-Day

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Winston_Churchill
http://www.militaryhistoryonline.com/wwii/dday/overlord.aspx
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/General_Eisenhower
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/D-Day
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/D-Day
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/D-Day
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/3/37/Winston_Churchill.jpg
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Winston_Churchill
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/D-Day
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/D-Day
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/D-Day
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On August 24, 1944 the Allied forces freed Paris from German control. At the 

Battle of the Bulge, Audie Murphy helped to single handedly hold off the 

German troops.

Audie MurphyAmerican soldiers taking up defensive 

positions in the Ardennes during the Battle 

of the Bulge. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battle_of_the_Bulge
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Audie_Murphy
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Audie_Murphy
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/8/8e/Battle_of_the_Bulge.jpg
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In April 1945 FDR complained of a headache when 

his portrait was being painted. Hours later he died. 

Harry Truman, then became the new President of the 

United States.

FDR's funeral procession leaves

Union Station, Washington, D.C.

April 14, 1945 Harry Truman

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Harry_Truman
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Harry_Truman
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By April of 1945 

Germany was 

collapsing for the 

attacks from the Allied 

forces.  Hitler hid in an 

underground bunker. 

Unwilling to accept 

defeat Hitler 

committed suicide. On 

May 8th the Allies V-E 

Day or Victory in 

Europe.

Churchill waves to crowds 

in Whitehall on the day he 

broadcast to the nation 

that the war with Germany 

had been won, May 8, 

1945.

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/V-E_Day
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/V-E_Day
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/V-E_Day
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/V-E_Day
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/1/18/Churchill_waves_to_crowds.jpg
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5. End of the War

Even though the Japanese were 

outnumbered they fought to the bitter 

end. The United States goal in the 

Pacific war was to regain the Philippines

and to invade Japan. To gain control of 

the Pacific Ocean, American forces used 

a strategy called island hopping. In 

island hopping the Americans captured 

one island at a time gradually moving 

their way to Japan. The Americans 

shelled an island. Next, troops waded 

under heavy gunfire. Then in hand-to-

hand combat the American soldiers 

overcame the Japanese. The Navajo 

soldiers helped the American soldiers. 

Using their own language they radioed 

vital messages. The Japanese 

intercepted the messages. This helped 

the American soldiers. These people 

were known as Navajo code-talkers.

Page one of Navajo 

recommendation 

letter, 1942. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Philippines
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Japan
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Island_hopping
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Navajo_code_talker
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Navajo_code_talker
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Navajo_code_talker
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/7/74/Navaho-enlistment-letter-page01.jpg
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On August 6, 1945, the American bomber Enola Gay dropped an 

atomic bomb on Hiroshima, Japan. The blast destroyed the city 

killing at least 70,000 people. On August 9, a second atomic 

bomb was dropped on Nagasaki and Hiroshima. 40,000 people 

died from the bombing and atomic. radiation

Colonel Paul Tibbets 

waving from Enola Gay's 

cockpit before the 

bombing of Hiroshima. 

The mushroom cloud of the atomic 

bombing of Nagasaki, Japan, 1945.

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Enola_Gay
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Atomic_bomb
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/9/93/Tibbets-wave.jpg
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/e/e0/Nagasakibomb.jpg
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Image:Nagasakibomb.jpg
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Many soldiers felt dishonored to surrender so they crashed loaded 

planes with bombs into the allied ships. These suicide pilots were 

called kamikaze pilots.

A kamikaze pilot
USS Bunker Hill was hit by Ogawa (see 

picture left) and another kamikaze near 

Kyushu on May 11, 1945. Out of a crew 

of 2,600, 372 personnel were killed. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kamikaze_Pilots
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kamikaze_Pilots
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Image:BunkerHillKamikaze.jpg
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/USS_Bunker_Hill_%28CV-17%29
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On August 14, 1945 the emperor of Japan surrendered. V-J Day, or 

Victory in Japan was celebrated. World War II became the deadliest 

war in history. Besides the deaths, millions of people were left 

homeless as a result of the war.

The famous Life 

Magazine photograph Commemorative paper issued in 

Bougainville by the RAAF 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/V-J_Day
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/V-J_Day
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/V-J_Day
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/f/ff/PNG_Bougainville_VP_Day_18_aug_1945_Commemoration.jpg
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The Nuremberg Trials

The Nuremberg Judges 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nuremburg_Trial
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/5/58/PICT4336.JPG
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/1/14/Nuremberg_judges.jpg


57


