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1. The Cold War Begins

After World War II, the United 

States and the Soviet Union 

became rivals. They competed 

for influence around the world 

but did not face each other 

directly in battle. This conflict 

became known as the Cold War. 

The United States distrusted the 

communist government of the 

Soviet Union, which rejected 

religion and the idea of private 

property. The Soviet Union also 

distrusted the United States, 

fearing the invasion from the 

West. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cold_war


3Where is the United States?

The Soviet Union was in Asia & Europe

U.S.S.R  stands for 

Union of Soviet Socialist 

Republic
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The distrust between the 

two sides increased when 

the Soviet Union did not 

allow fair elections in the 

countries it had freed from 

Germany. By 1948, the 

counties of Eastern Europe 

had become satellite 

nations of the Soviet Union. 

A satellite nation is a 

country dominated by a

more powerful country.

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Satellite_nation
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Satellite_nation
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President Truman 

decided on a policy of 

containment. 

Containment is the 

American policy 

designed to prevent 

Soviet influence from 

expanding. “From 

Stettin in the Baltic to 

Trieste in the Adriatic, 

an iron curtain has 

descended across the 

Continent.” What do 

you think the iron 

curtain was?

Iron curtain

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Iron_curtain
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Iron_curtain
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Under the Truman Doctrine, the United 

States helped nations threatened by 

communist expansion. Harry Truman 

was determined  to keep Soviet 

influence contained between 

boundaries. This Cold War  policy 

became known as containment. Under 

the Marshall Plan, the United States 

helped the countries of Western 

Europe rebuild from war damage. 

American aid helped prevent 

communist revolutions in those 

countries.

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Truman_doctrine
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Containment
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Marshall_Plan
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Americans and Soviets 

clashed over the city of 

Berlin.  Americans would 

not let the city of Berlin 

fall into Soviet  hands so 

the Americans began the 

Berlin Airlift. in which 

hundreds of American and 

British planes carried tons 

of food and supplies to 

the people of West Berlin. 

The Berlin Wall became a 

symbol of the Cold War.

Berlin Wall 

Berlin 

Airlift

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Berlin_Airlift
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Berlin_Wall
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Berlin_Wall
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Berlin_Airlift
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Berlin_Airlift
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In 1949, Cold War Tensions 

increased when the Soviet Union 

tested an atomic bomb and 

Communists gained power in 

China under the control of Mao 

Zedong. Mao's Civil war forces 

set up Ta country called the 

People’s Republic of China. 

Emblem from 

the People’s 

Republic of 

China. The 

countryside 

of China.

atomic bomb

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Atomic_bomb
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Peoples_republic_of_china
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/8/8a/Saihanba5.jpg
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Atomic_bomb
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The United States joined with the Western 

European nations to form the North Atlantic 

Treaty Organization (NATO.) The Soviet Union 

formed its own alliances, called the Warsaw 

Pact.

Blue= NATO

Red= Warsaw Pact

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/North_Atlantic_Treaty_Organization
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/North_Atlantic_Treaty_Organization
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Warsaw_Pact
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Warsaw_Pact
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Many disputes were brought to a new world 

organization called the United Nations. The 

United Nations tried to settle disputes between 

nations without war.

The United Nations building in New 

York City

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_Nations
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_Nations


15

2. The Korean War Period

After World War II, the Korean 

peninsula in northeast Asia 

was divided into two zones: 

communist North Korea and 

noncommunist South Korea. 

The two countries were divided 

at the 38th parallel.  North 

Korea invaded South Korea in 

1950. The United Nations, an 

international peace keeping 

organization started after 

World War II, sent armed 

forces to stop the invasion. 

Americans led and made up 

most of these forces.

38th parallel

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/North_Korea
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/South_Korea
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/38th_parallel_north
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/38th_parallel_north
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/38th_parallel_north
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/38th_parallel_north
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_Nations
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/6/6c/Crossing_the_38th_parallel.jpg
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/38th_parallel_north


16

In 1950 North Korea swept 

across the 38th parallel into 

South Korea. The South Korean 

forces were quickly 

overwhelmed. President Truman 

sent American troops led by 

Douglas MacArthur. President 

Truman had to get approval 

from the United Nations first. 

American forces under General 

Douglas MacArthur 

successfully drove North 

Korean forces back. This action 

angered China, North Korea’s 

ally. President Truman wanted 

to avoid another world war. He 

called for peace agreements. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Douglas_MacArthur
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As the fighting got close to the Chinese border 

Chinese troops were sent in from China. They pushed 

back the North Koreans. Soon their was a deadlock 

between the North Koreans an the United Nations 

forces. General MacArthur spoke out against President 

Truman in stating he wanted to push forward and win 

the war. President Truman then fired General Douglas 

MacArthur.

Four tank landing ships 

unload men and 

equipment on Red 

Beach one day after the 

amphibious landings in 

South Korea. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/General_MacArthur
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Finally, after a truce was signed in 1953, Korea was divided at the 38th 

parallel into two counties, just as it had been before the war. The 38th 

parallel was the invisible line of division between North Korea and 

South Korea. It became known as a demilitarized zone, or an area with 

no military forces. To help preserve the truce, the United States 

continues to station thousands of American troops in South Korea. 

Although North and South Korea remain divided, this war showed that 

the United States and its allies would fight to stop communist 

expansion. 

Map of the Korean 

DMZ. The DMZ is 

given in red. The 

demarcation line runs 

in the middle of the 

DMZ (black line).

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/38th_parallel_north
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/38th_parallel_north
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Korean_Demilitarized_Zone
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Image:Korean_dmz_map.png
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The Cold War led to increased tensions within the 

United States. From 1950-1954, Senator Joseph 

McCarthy led an effort to search for communist 

spies within the American government.

Senator Joseph McCarthy

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Joseph_McCarthy
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Joseph_McCarthy
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Joseph_McCarthy
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3. Regional Conflicts

After World War II, colonies in Asia and Africa demanded 

independence. New nations, such as India, Pakistan, and 

the Philippines, emerged in Asia. By 1970, fifty independent 

states had formed in Africa. 

Africa

Philippines

Pakistan

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pakistan
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Philippines
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Africa
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Africa
http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.stringer.it/Stringer%2520Photo/images/Pakistan%2520map.gif&imgrefurl=http://www.stringer.it/Stringer%2520Photo/Stringer%2520cartine.html&h=358&w=327&sz=9&hl=en&start=18&tbnid=IbbD4B2Lp0BbnM:&tbnh=121&tbnw=111&prev=/images%3Fq%3Dpakistan%2Bmap%26svnum%3D10%26hl%3Den%26lr%3D%26rls%3Dcom.microsoft:en-US%26sa%3DN
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Philippines
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pakistan
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Many regions around the world became battlegrounds in 

the Cold War struggle between the superpowers. A 

superpower is a nation with enough military, political, 

and economic strength to influence events worldwide. 

The United States developed policies to deal with these 

countries. Cuba was one of these battlegrounds. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cold_War
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Superpowers
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In the 1960’s the superpowers clashed over Cuba in the 

Cuban Missile Crisis. In 1962, the Soviet Union began to 

build a nuclear missile base in Cuba, President 

Kennedy responded forcefully. The American navy 

prevented the Soviets from shipping missiles into 

Cuba. After a tense week, this was the closest that the 

United States and the Soviet Union to a nuclear war. 

Over a thousand Cubans were exiled from their country 

and forced to settle in the Bay of Pigs. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cuban_Missile_Crisis
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bay_of_pigs
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Other Parts of Latin 

America also played a 

role in the Cold War. The 

United States intervened 

throughout the region to 

stop communism. 

Between 1950 and 1990, 

American forces were 

sent to a number of Latin 

American countries. In 

the 1980’s, the United 

States also sought to 

improve conditions in 

Latin America. American 

aid helped in the building 

of schools, roads, and 

hospitals.

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Latin_america
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Latin_america
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The Cold War was essentially a rivalry between the two 

superpowers. By the 1950’s, both nations had begun an arms race. 

Both sides built stockpiles of nuclear bombs and other weapons. 

By the 1970’s the two superpowers had enough weapons to destroy 

each other and the world many times over.

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Arms_race
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Latin America faced many 

economic problems. Many poor 

Latin Americans saw communism 

as a solution to their problems. In 

1961, President Kennedy offered 

aid to Latin America in a program 

called Alliance for Progress. 

Kennedy also set up the Peace 

Corps. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alliance_for_Progress
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Peace_Corps
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Peace_Corps
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4. The War in Vietnam

After World War II, the French colony of Vietnam in 

Southeast Asia was divided into two nations. North 

Vietnam received aid from the Soviet Union. South 

Vietnam was backed by the United States. In the early 

1960’s, communist rebels in South Vietnam threatened to 

overthrow the government. As the discontent grew, many 

peasants joined the Vietcong guerillas. Guerrillas are 

fighters that made hit and run attacks. 

Viet Cong 

base camp 

after an 

attack 
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President Kennedy 

believed in the 

domino theory. He 

reasoned that if 

South Vietnam fell to 

the communists, 

neighboring 

countries in 

Southeast Asia 

would also fall-like a 

row of dominoes.

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Domino_theory
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Kennedy sent military advisers to South 

Vietnam. Later, President Lyndon Johnson 

began to send troops. By 1968, more than 

500,000 American troops had been sent to fight 

in the Vietnam War.

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vietnam_War
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As the war became more 

intense, Americans divided 

into hawks and doves. 

Hawks felt that the United 

States had to stop the 

spread of communism. 

Doves said the country 

should not interfere in a civil 

war among the Vietnamese. 

Also, they believed that the 

money spent on the war 

would be better spent at 

home. By the late 1960’s 

many antiwar protests took 

place, especially on college 

campuses.
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The United States tried to 

remove itself from the conflict. 

The turning point was the Test 

Offensive. Communist rebels, 

known as Vietcong, stormed 

Saigon, the capital of South 

Vietnam. It was clear that 

American troops could not win 

the war. After years of peace 

talks, American troops finally left 

Vietnam in 1974. The war had a 

number of important results in 

both the United States and 

Southwest Asia. Many Americans 

began to wonder how far the 

country should go in the fight 

against communism.

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vietcong
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Saigon
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The Cold War Ends

In the 1970’s President 

Richard M. Nixon looked for 

ways to ease world 

tensions. He improved 

relations with the People’s 

Republic of China by 

visiting the country in 1972. 

Nixon toured the Great Wall 

of China by visiting the 

country in 1972 and 

attendee state dinners with 

Chinese leaders. This paved 

the way for diplomatic 

relations between the United 

States and China in 1979.

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Richard_M._Nixon
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Great_wall_of_china
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Great_wall_of_china
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President Nixon also sought friendlier ties with the Soviet 

Union. He visited the country in 1972 in an effort to 

promote friendlier relations and reduce tensions between 

the two superpowers. The policy was known as détente. 

Détente is defined as an effort to reduce tensions between 

the superpowers. It resulted in increased trade and other 

contacts. More importantly, the two countries signed 

treaties to limit nuclear weapons. Then, in 1979, the Soviet 

Union invaded Afghanistan. Tensions increased again.

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/D%C3%A9tente
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Afghanistan
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Cracks began to appear in the 

Soviet empire in the mid-1980. 

A new Soviet leader, Mikhail 

Gorbachev, started economic 

and political reforms. 

Gorbachev called for 

glasnost, a policy of speaking 

openly. Soon, people were 

demanding change 

throughout the Soviet Union 

and satellite states of Eastern 

Europe. By 1989, communist 

governments had fallen in 

most European countries.

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mikhail_Gorbachev
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mikhail_Gorbachev
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Glasnost
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In 1991, the Soviet Union ceased to exist. It broke up into 

15 separate nations. The largest and most powerful of 

these was Russia. The new countries began the difficult 

task of introducing democracy and free market economies. 

The United States and its western allies attempted to help 

the transition by providing advice and economic aid. 

Finally, the long Cold War, which had cost the United States 

trillions of dollars and often divided the nation, came to an 

end.

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Russia
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