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1. Industry in the North

By the 1840's cotton was the 

South's major crop. Cotton 

plantations and slavery spread 

throughout the East Coast to 

the Mississippi River and 

beyond. In the North, new 

inventions and machines 

triggered the growth of 

factories and cities.

cotton

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cotton
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/6/68/CottonPlant.JPG
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cotton
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Farming Inventions

Several inventions made work easier of the farmers. 

John Deere and that their light weight plow made of 

steel. A horse pulling a steel plow could prepare a 

field for planting much faster.
Plowing is 

back 

breaking 

work!
Please 

speak for 

yourself!

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Deere
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Deere
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Steel_plow
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Steel_plow
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In 1847, Cyrus McCormick opened a factory 

in Chicago that manufactured mechanical 

reapers. A reaper was a horse-drawn 

machine that mowed wheat and other grains. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cyrus_McCormick
http://www.archive.org/movies/thumbnails.php?identifier=CEP494
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Many inventions were discovered in the 1800's. Here are 

the most important inventions that shaped the early 

19th century:

1.  The sewing machine invented by Elias Howe.

2.  The telegraph invented by Samuel F. B. Morse.

sewing machine

telegraph

I need a 

sewing 

machine!

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sewing_machine
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sewing_machine
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Telegraph
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sewing_machine
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Telegraph
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http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/7/7d/Sewing_machine_animated.gif
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The First Railroads
The first railroads were built in the 1800's. The Rocket was the first 

steam powered engine to pull railroad cars in 1829. People called 

the engines, “iron horses.” In 1830, a crowd gathered in Baltimore to 

watch a horse-drawn rail car race the Tom Thumb, a steam powered 

engine. The Tom Thumb broke down and the horse drawn cars won 

the race. Soon engineers designed better steam-powered engines 

and rails. Companies began to build railroads with the help from 

state governments. As the railroads developed, trade between 

nations also improved.  People traded lumber, tobacco, cotton, 

wheat, and furs with other countries.

Tom Thumb

Rocket

What about 

me?

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Locomotion_No_1
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tom_Thumb_%28locomotive%29
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tom_Thumb_%28locomotive%29
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Locomotion_No_1
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Yankee Clippers

In 1845, an American 

named John Griffiths,

launched the Rainbow, the 

first of the clipper ships. A 

clipper ship was a ship 

that had huge masts and 

sails that caught every 

gust of wind. In 1840, 

clipper ships broke every 

speed record. It was the 

fastest way to ship goods 

or travel.

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Clipper_ships
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2. Life in the North

Factory Conditions Worsen

Factories in the 1840's-1850's became very different 

then the old mills. The factories became larger and 

steam powered. People worked longer hours for lower 

wages or pay. 
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The demand for more workers increased as factories 

sprang up. Many families signed a yearly contract to 

work for a factory. The hours were long; it often 

started at 4:00 A.M. and ended at 7:30 P.M. with few 

and short breaks.
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On the job, workers faced many hazards or 

dangers. Few factories had windows or 

heating. Factory machines had no safety 

equipment, so accidents were common. There 

were no laws to regulate factory conditions or 

protect workers. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hazard
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Factories Replace Workshops

Factories replaced skilled workers, 

which were people that had learned a 

skilled trade. For example, in the past a 

shoemaker had apprentices that learned 

how to make shoes. Later the 

apprentices would open their own shop. 

With the growth of factories, there was 

no need for one person to make a shoe. 

A whole factory of workers would do the 

job in a much faster time.

You do not need a 

skill to work in a 

factory Nemo!

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Skilled_workers
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Apprentices
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Factories developed trade unions. A trade union was a 

group of people that united to produce their rights at 

work. Often times when the trade union pressed their 

demands on the factory owners, they held a strike. In a 

strike union workers refused to go to work until their 

problems were settled. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Trade_union
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Trade_union
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Strike
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Women Workers Organize

Many of the unskilled workers 

were women. Many women 

protested the cuts in wages 

(pay) and unfair work rules. 

Women always earned less 

money than men. Most union 

leaders did not women to join 

their unions. Despite their 

problems, women organized 

the Lowell Female Labor 

Reform Association. The 

Association started a petition 

to the state legislature that 

demanded a 10 hour work day.

Women 

protested 

cuts in 

wages!
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Millions of Americans

By the late 1840's many new workers in the factories 

were immigrants. An immigrant is a person who enters a 

new country to settle there. Immigrants often left their 

home country in the hopes find a new life in the United 

States. Here are examples of two cultures and their 

reasons for immigrating to the United States.

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Immigrant
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The Irish people came to America because a disease that 

destroyed their potato crops and caused a famine or a 

severe food shortage.

The German people came to America in the 1850's -

1860's to escape a revolution that was going on in their 

country.

These and other new comers helped the American 

economy grow and prosper.

Irish immigrants

German Immigrants
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African Americans in the North

In our nations early years, slavery was legal in the North. As a 

result thousands of African Americans lived in the North. Although 

African Americans were free, they faced discrimination. 

Discrimination is a policy or an attitude that denies equal right to 

groups of people. Skilled Africans had trouble in finding work and 

decent jobs. Few Africans had successful careers. James Forten,

and African businessman, ran a successful sail making company. 

He became rich and used much of his money to help other African 

Americans gain their freedom.
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3.Cotton Kingdom in the South

The North and the South had 

different ideas about the slavery 

issue. The North built bigger 

factories while the South built larger 

farms. This led to different styles in 

living up North and down South. 

Their differences of opinion on 

slavery led to sectionalism, an 

interest in only one section of the 

country.

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sectionalism
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The Cotton Gin 

In 1793 Eli Whitney, a schoolteacher from 

Connecticut invented a machine to clean 

cotton. He called his invention the Cotton Gin.

Because of his machine, the planters could 

grow more cotton at a huge profit. Large 

businessmen from the South invested their 

money in farming rather than factories and 

machines. In the South there were not enough 

people to buy manufactured products. Most of 

the people were slaves and did not have 

money to buy things, so the South remained 

poorer than the North.

Cotton Gin

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eli_Whitney
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eli_Whitney
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eli_Whitney
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4. Life In the South

African Americans in the South

Enslaved African Americans 

made up 1/3 of the South's 

population in 1860. Most 

worked on the cotton 

plantations. They worked 12-

14 hours a day. Some 

Africans were skilled workers 

such as carpenters, but their 

wages belonged to their 

owners. Older slaves worked 

as house servants. They 

cooked, cleaned and took 

care of the children. Wealthy 

people were known as the 

“cottonocracy.” The idea of 

an extended family came 

from African American life. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Extended_family
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Click on the picture 

to learn more

http://www.blackinventor.com/pages/norbertrillieux.html
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Southern states passed laws known as slave codes. Under the 

codes, enslaved African Americans were:

1.  Forbidden to gather in-groups more than three. 

2.  Not able to leave their owners land without a pass. 

3.  Not allowed to own guns.

4.  Not allowed to learn to read or write.

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Slave_codes
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African Americans in the South were 

considered property with no rights

under our Constitution. If an African 

American resisted slavery by fighting 

back or running away, they were 

hung, severely punished or sold to 

another plantation.

Remember the Dred Scott Decision

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dred_Scott_Decision
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The Fight for Freedom

They were many slave rebellions in the South.  In 1831, an 

African American preacher named Nat Turner, led a major 

revolt. Turner led his followers through Virginia from plantation 

to plantation, killing more than 57 white people. Nat Turner and 

his 19 followers were arrested, tried and hanged. In all, 57 

whites and 100 slaves have been killed as a result of Turner's 

actions.

Nat 

Turner
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The election of Andrew 

Jackson in 1828 brought 

national attention to the 

issue of slavery. President 

Jackson said:

“You see Americans with 

one hand hoisting up the cap 

of liberty, and with the other 

flogging their slaves.”

With Andrew Jackson there 

was an outcry of

abolitionists or people who 

wanted to end slavery in the 

United States. 

Slavery 

should end 

now!
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Frederick Douglas was the best known African American abolitionists. He was 

born into slavery in Maryland, he defied the slave codes and taught himself to read 

and write. He escaped up north and became one of the most powerful speakers 

against slavery. In 1847 he published an antislavery newspaper called the North 

Star.

Frederick Douglas wrote:
“I will be as harsh as 

truth, as 

uncompromising as 

justice...I am in 

earnest...I will not 

excuse- I will not 

retreat a single inch-

AND I WILL BE 

HEARD!"

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Frederick_Douglass
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Frederick_Douglass
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/North_Star_%28newspaper%29
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/North_Star_%28newspaper%29


34

Bold men and women formed the Underground Railroad to free 

the slaves. It was not a real railroad but a network of abolitionists 

that secretly helped runaway slaves reach freedom in the North 

and Canada. Harriet Tubman was a famous African American that 

escaped slavery and helped the Underground Railroad. With her 

help she underground railroad freed 300 slaves.

Harriet Tubman

I helped  

free about  

300 

slaves.

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Harriet_Tubman
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Harriet_Tubman


35

Women are Created Equal

The antislavery movement 

helped the Women’s Rights 

Movement. Women in the 

1800's had few political or 

legal rights. They could not 

vote or hold office. When a 

woman married, her 

husband became owner of 

her property. When a woman 

worked her wages or pay 

belonged to her husband. A 

husband had the right to hit 

his wife as long as he did 

not seriously injure her.
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Many women rejected these ideas and were determined to change 

them.  Elizabeth Cady Stanton and Sojourner Truth were two 

women that fought hard for the Women Rights Movement. In 1840, 

the Seneca Falls Convention met. The convention met with 200 

women and 40 men to vote on resolutions to change women's 

rights. This convention marked the start of the organized women's 

rights movement.

Elizabeth Cady Stanton

(on left) Susan B. Anthony on the 

right

Sojourner Truth

All women 

need the right 

to vote.

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Elizabeth_Cady_Stanton
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Elizabeth_Cady_Stanton
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sojourner_Truth
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sojourner_Truth
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Elizabeth_Cady_Stanton
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sojourner_Truth
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Public Education

Before the 1820, few American children attended 

school.  Public schools were rare. Those schools 

that were in existence were usually old and run 

down.  Teachers were poorly trained and ill paid. 

New York led the way in reforming public 

education.  In the 1820’s New York State ordered 

every town to build a grade school.  In 

Massachusetts, Horace Mann led the fight for 

better schools.  For 12 years, he hounded 

legislatures to provide more money for 

education.  Under his leadership many new 

schools in Massachusetts were built.  Horace 

Mann’s crusade opened the doors for the 

building of many new schools of North.  Schools 

down South were built more slowly. The average 

child down South only received an 8th grade 

education.

Public 

school is 

fun!

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Horace_Mann
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Horace_Mann
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African Americans have little chance to attend school in 

most areas.  A few cities set up schools for African-

American students. These schools received less money. 

Several colleges for African Americans opened in the 

North.  The first was Lincoln University, in Pennsylvania. 

Lincoln 

University

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lincoln_University_%28Pennsylvania%29
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lincoln_University_%28Pennsylvania%29
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lincoln_University_%28Pennsylvania%29
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American Storytellers 

In the 1800’s many Americans began to write stories with American 

themes.  Here are some famous American writers:

Washington Irving wrote Rip Van Winkle and The Legend of 

Sleepy Hollow

James Fenimore Cooper wrote The Last of the Mohicans.

Walt Whitman published only one book of poems called 

Leaves of Grass

Herman Melville wrote Moby Dick

James Hawthorne wrote The Scarlet Letter
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